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New approaches of Urban Green Management 

in Leipzig
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Leipzig Green Space System

� Some figures about Leipzig:

– 500.000 inh.

– City size 298 skm

– 16 % urban green 

– located in a ring and 
radial system

– 19 sqm /inh.
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Leipzig –

its great variety of Urban Green Spaces

� 1024 ha urban
green spaces

� 57.000 street trees
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Leipzig –

its great variety of Urban Green Spaces

� Historical parks

� Example:
Inner-city 
Ring Promenade



City of Leipzig  - Sofia Conference 506.08.2008

Leipzig –

its great variety of Urban Green Spaces

� Modern parks and 
394 play grounds
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Leipzig –

its great variety of Urban Green Spaces

� 2100 ha municipal forests

� Incl. 750 ha floodplain forest

� and a wildlife park (42 ha)
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Trend: Shrinking City 
and a new kind of green spaces

� Social City Leipzig East 
(national  funding programme) 

Idea of „Dark Woodland“
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Trends –

new landscapes on suburban fringe
� Northern beach Lake Cospuden

former opencast lignite sites
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GreenStrategy Leipzig

� Green Management –

one important issue 
and strategy topic 

management and 
maintenance of 
urban green

community 
commitment and 
participation culture

A liveable city: 
“Woodland in the 
city”

integration of green 
objectives into 
spatial planning

marketing project 
municipal 
cemeteries

A liveable city:
Playing in the City 
– concepts and 
strategies

GSS 
Leipzig
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GreenStrategy: Management + Maintenance

� Current methods, guidelines and standards

The intensity and kind of maintenance based on three basic principles:

– I) an efficient and comprehensive database e. g. special green space 

information system (GRIS)

– II) some national and municipal guidelines e. g. DIN 18034 for playgrounds 

and sports facilities (safety standards), Environmental quality goals 

– III) four maintenance standards differentiated to classes of the intensity of 

use, representation/ municipal importance and the grade of nature 

protection:

� Representative …

� Intensive …

� Extensive …

� Specialised …
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Representative Maintenance

� Inner-City Ring Promenade
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Intensive Maintenance

� Citygarden Brüder – und Leplaystraße
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Extensive Maintenance

� former railway scar Anger-Crottendorf
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Specialised Maintenance

� green space Bernhardtstrasse with special sowing
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Identifying tasks and lacks

� What are the main issues, problems and challenges?

1. increasing budget problems

2. lacks of data

3. existing maintenance standards won’t work anymore

4. several green spaces got a need of rehabilitation 

5. vandalism, graffiti, dogs and impacts of climate change
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New Approaches: policies and actions

� Developing a long-term management concept facing 

trends and challenges in the background of decrease 

funding

� Improving new ways to reduce the intensity and the 

public costs of maintenance without a considerable loss of 

green assets

� Increase public commitment and political awareness for 

management of urban green spaces
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Improving new ways to reduce 
the public costs e. g.

� the scientific project „Woodland in the 
City / Woodland into the City“

� analysing the frame conditions and 
chances to forest derelict land and 
extensive green spaces 

� Inner-city woodland areas should be 
used for recreation and climate 
protection

� Inner-city woodland are a cost-saving 
alternative to intensively maintained 
urban green spaces

� Pilot projects should be carried over to 

other quarters and cities
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Improving new ways to reduce 
the public costs e. g.

� Contracts with farmers and shepherds

� Improving alternative maintenance (= agricultural use) by sheep, robust 
cattle and horses 

� Green Bow Paunsdorf
implementing an effective 
extensive pasture system 

� Maintenance is free of 
charge for the municipality 

� New local attractions 
appeared: peeping wild 
horses and cattle all the year

� A chance to use compensatory 
funds for long term 
maintenance actions
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Improving new ways to reduce 
the public costs e. g.

� Contracts of god parenthood

� Contracting with Youth clubs, residents, ecology 
clubs and private persons

� 2007: 80 contracts did exist, trend �

� Maintenance is free of charge for the municipality

� But adjoining administrative work is needed (PR 
campaigns, draft contracts, hotline)

� Social initiative in Henriettenpark will care for the 
park all year (new park project)

� Citizen lots in Lene-Voigt-Park for to rent by 
residents and house owners
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Prospect – and some questions

� Thesis: current new approaches will not solve all kind of   
problems

� The municipality is forced to find more extraordinary ideas for   
managing and maintaining …

� Organising friends-of-clubs???

� Trying to find lottery funds for additional spending???

� What´s about sponsoring???

� And may we think about municipal “green taxes”???

� Only one alternative: further reducing the intensity of maintenance?

� Or even shorten green sites? 
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� Thank You for attention!


