
 

The accounting of ecosystems and their diverse contributions to economic and social well-being is an attempt to give 

biodiversity a higher value. Against this background, the project “Ecosystem Accounting in Armenia: Setting the Scene” 

is concerned with the further development of methodological approaches for the integration of ecosystem service 

assessments into accounting and reporting systems, in particular in Armenia's environmental economic accounts. At the 

conference, the background will be contextualised and initial results will be presented and discussed. 
 

Program 

09:30 Arriving, welcome coffee 

10:00 Welcome, introduction (Chair: K. Grunewald) 

By the organisers: R.A. Grigoryan (BCC Armenia) 

Welcoming words by Armenian officials (subject to clarification) 

Strategies of German-Armenian Cooperation on Sustainable Development and Nature Conservation        

(M. Bodderas, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety, Germany, online) 

 

10:30 Ecosystem Accounting – Tasks, approaches, usefulness (Chair: V. Asatryan) 

Armenia's position in the international conservation context and national strategies (Levon Aghasyan, WWF 

and IPBES Armenia) tbc 

Speech of the new IPBES Focal point (subject to clarification) 

Ecosystem accounting – the relevance of new bases for decision-making (Karsten Grunewald, IOER 

Dresden, Germany) 

Discussion 

 

11:30 Coffee break 

 

11:45 Project “Ecosystem Accounting in Armenia: Setting the Scene” - Part 1 (Chair: A. Aleksanyan) 

Introduction, goals (Karsten Grunewald, IOER Dresden, Germany) 

Tasks, expert team, key project results to date (Elena Bukvareva, BCC Armenia) 

Approaches to Modeling and Calibrating Water-Regulating Ecosystem Services (Vardan Asatryan, Scientific 

center of zoology and hydroecology, NAS RA). 

The ecosystem service of carbon storage in Armenia’s terrestrial ecosystems (Vardan Asatryan, Scientific 

center of zoology and hydroecology, NAS RA). 

Discussion  

Conference  

‘Ecosystem Accounting 

in Armenia –  

setting the scene’ 
 

Wednesday, 21.05.2025 from 10:00 to 17:00 (CET+2), Language: English-Armenian 

Location: Ibis Yerevan Center, Northern Avenue 5/1, Yerevan, 0001, Armenia 

Zoom-Link: https://ioer-de.zoom.us/j/85021363526?pwd=VNxr90XuP3iSHK3jUc2LGk735xwNEB.1 

https://ioer-de.zoom.us/j/85021363526?pwd=VNxr90XuP3iSHK3jUc2LGk735xwNEB.1


13:00 Lunch Break 

 

14:00 Project “Ecosystem Accounting in Armenia: Setting the Scene” - Part 2 (Chair: E. Bukvareva) 

Refined vegetation map and opportunities for accounting for Red List plant species (Alla Aleksanyan, 

Institute of Botany aft. A.Takhtajyan NAS RA; International Scientific Educational Center NAS RA) 

Approaches to assessing recreational load on terrestrial natural ecosystems of Armenia (Ashot  Davtyan, 

Liana  Khitaryan, Trails For Change NGO) 

Technical, data, and software requirements to start ecosystem accounting. Experience of our project 

(Eduard Kazakov, NextGIS-Estonia) 

The Importance of Biodiversity for Armenia’s Culture (Armine Arshakyan, Master Student of the 

"Biodiversity research and conservation" program ISEC NAS RA)  

Discussion 

 

15:00 Further ecosystem-related work in Armenia (Chair: R.-U. Syrbe) 

Assessment of Ecological Footprint: potential application to measure Armenia's energy and carbon 

footprints (Han Thuc Tran, IOER Dresden) 

Potentials of solar energy in Armenia towards decarbonisation pathways (Hasmik Barseghyan, UN 

University, online) 

Sustainable Pasture Management approaches in Armenia within the framework of GIZ ECOserve 

programme (Levon Movsisyan, Component Manager, GIZ Armenia)  

UNDP-GEF Lake Sevan Project (Gurgen Yeghiazaryan, Acting Chair of ANAU Water and Soil Resources 

Management) 

Discussion 

 

16:00 Coffee break 

 

16:15 Interactive exchange (Chair: A. Aleksanyan and K. Grunewald)  

- Tasks/wishes regarding ecosystem accounting 

- What should be included in COP 17? 

- Which national actors/stakeholders should be involved? 

- Communication, international cooperation 

 

16:45 Concluding remarks by the organisers 

17:00 End 

 

The project ‘Ecosystem Accounting in Armenia – setting the scene’ is being implemented by the Biodiversity Conservation Center (BCC Armenia), in 
collaboration with the Leibniz Institute of Ecological Urban and Regional Development (IOER), with the participation of experts from leading 
scientific organizations in Armenia.  

Project website: www.biodiversity-armenia.am  / Contact: Elena Bukvareva (bukvareva@gmail.com); Karsten Grunewald (k.grunewald@ioer.de) 

 
The project is funded by the German Federal Environment Ministry’s Advisory Assistance Program (AAP) for environmental protection in the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia and other countries neighboring the European Union. It is supervised by 

the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) and the German Environment Agency (UBA) 
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